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The palm tree lined walkway between the Titan Student Union and the Nutwood parking structure at Cal State Fullerton. 


A hiring freeze and cost- 
cutting efforts were applied 
throughout the system. 


KARINA GUTIERREZ 


JESSICA BENDA 
Editors 


CSU Chancellor says it could 
take three years to financially re- 
cover from Covid-19. 

As the fall semester kicks off 


for the California State Universi- 
ties, Chancellor Timothy White 
warned of at least three years of 
economic uncertainty within the 
CSUs. 

At a town hall on Wednesday, 
White said that although the CSU 
is going into the first year “reason- 
ably well-prepared financially” 
with the help of reserves and the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Eco- 
nomic Security Act, also known 
as the CARES Act, money from 


March, the economic impact will 
likely extend well past then. 

COVID-19, which has wreaked 
both economic and emotion- 
al havoc, sent the CSU into a fi- 
nancial downturn when it forced 
schools online in March. In July, 
White sent out an email to facul- 
ty and staff regarding impending 
layoffs and warning of the fiscal 
challenges. 

“While, regrettably, there have 
been and may continue to be 


some layoffs of valued employees 
across the system, we believe it is 
possible to minimize the number 
of layoffs without seeking to ne- 
gotiate a furlough program with 
our labor unions this fiscal year,” 
White wrote. “Thus, with our cur- 
rent understanding of our bud- 
get from the state, we do not plan 
to negotiate a furlough program 
for this fiscal year, but it is most 
likely necessary in fiscal year 
2021-22.” 


The current economic situation 
has been compared to the 2008 
recession, which, along with be- 
ing a national disaster, incited tu- 
ition increases and staff furloughs 
within the CSU. From 2008 to 
2011, the CSU reduced the num- 
ber of its employees by 8.8%, and 
the chancellor’s office reduced 
management personnel by 11%. 
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Volleyball bonding beyond the court 


With the season postponed, 
CSUF finds ways to stay 
connected through Zoom. 


JORDAN MENDOZA 
Editor 


If last season was any indica- 
tion, Cal State Fullerton volley- 
ball was poised for success this 
year. 

With 17 total wins in Ashley 
Preston’s first four years as head 
coach, the Titans made tremen- 
dous strides as they went 12-15 
last year. Although they fin- 
ished seventh in the Big West 
standings, it was their best fin- 
ish since 2012. 

However, the chance to fur- 
ther improve on the court is on 
pause, as they, like many other 


teams, had their 2020 season 
postponed due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Before the announcement was 
made on July 29, all CSUF fall 
sports were unsure what was 
going to happen at the start of 
their seasons. In hopes of be- 
ing prepared, Preston said she 
wrote down in her journal what 
she and the coaches would do 
for any scenario. 

While it was not what the 
team had hoped for, the an- 
nouncement from the Big West 
board of directors allowed the 
coaching staff to develop a plan, 
and it is not just focusing on 
volleyball but rather it’s educat- 
ing and building up the young 
athletes on the team. 

“It really came down to OK, 
what would we want our young 


women to learn about them- 
selves?” Preston said. “I real- 
ly realized and I had to check 
myself through these moments. 
Like, what am I doing as a wom- 
an, especially as a black wom- 
an, to uplift my young women 
and also show them representa- 
tions of women that they would 
never maybe come across?” 

The topics discussed range 
from the effects of the pandem- 
ic to racial and social justice 
issues going on in the coun- 
try. Senior outside hitter Alicia 
Dennis said the conversations 
between the team were much 
needed, with assistant coach 
Nicole Polster adding that the 
coaches wanted to create a safe 
space for everyone to say what 
they want to say, which includes 
words of encouragement and 


The Cal State Fullerton women’s volleyball huddled up during a timeout at a game in Titan Gym. 


affirmation. 

“We have so many differ- 
ent people on our team, and 
I think it’s good to talk about 
it. You have to realize where 
your other teammates are com- 
ing from, and it’s important to 
know what’s going on in the 
world and it’s important to edu- 
cate our young woman,” Polster 
said. “Volleyball is a lot of their 
lives, but there is something be- 
yond that.” 

Part of helping educate the 
team is that every Friday the 
coaches invite women from dif- 
ferent career fields to talk on 
their Zoom meetings. One of 
those speakers included Romar- 
ilyn Ralston, program director 
of Project Rebound at CSUF. 
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Pep up 
the new 
semester 


Here’s a five-step guide 
to get motivated during 
this virtual semester. 


TAYLOR ARREY 
Asst. Editor 


At the start of a normal fall 
semester, students would be 
bustling to class, cars would 
be racing to find a parking 
spot and professors would 
be greeting students in a lec- 
ture hall. Needless to say, 
fall 2020 will be much dif- 
ferent. As you begin to nav- 
igate the world of virtual in- 
struction and prepare for class 
meetings, we’re here to help 
you find something that you 
might be currently lacking: 
motivation. 

With only 239 classes ap- 
proved for in-person instruc- 
tion, the majority of Cal State 
Fullerton’s student popula- 
tion will face schedules based 
entirely on virtual learning. 
While the prospect of learn- 
ing from home seems won- 
derful — wearing pajamas 
to class, sleeping in and nap- 
ping during breaks — the ab- 
sence of a steady school rou- 
tine can cause students to feel 
unmotivated. This guide in- 
cludes tips to help you create 
a positive home environment 
that fosters motivation and a 
strong work ethic for the start 
of online classes. 
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CONTINUED FROM | 1 

On Wednesday, White said 
that the CSU has been attempt- 
ing to combat the COVID-19 
losses with a hiring freeze and 
cost-cutting measures, such as 
the halting of travel on state 
unds. 

Steve Relyea, the executive 
vice chancellor and chief finan- 
cial officer, said that much of the 
impact will rely on undetermined 
actors such as vaccine availabil- 
ity and an economic turnaround, 
leaving it unknown how long the 
CSU will be impacted. 

“In this first year, our goal is 
to really safeguard the quali- 
ty of education to our students 
and protect our faculty and staff 
in terms of adverse impact to 
them. And right now, we think 
we're managing that okay for 
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Chancellor says layoffs are inevitable 


the current year,’ Relyea said. 
“We'll see what’s going to hap- 
pen in years two and three.” 

Relyea said the state’s cut to 
the total operating budget for 
this year is a little over 4.5%, and 
that it was manageable. 

The federal CARES Act mon- 
ey had been a help to the system, 
as a large portion of the funds 
had gone to the students and 
campuses in response to the rev- 
enue shortfall, he said. 

Luoluo Hong, the associate 
vice chancellor, said that they 
recognized the increase in fi- 
nancial need that many stu- 
dents experienced as a result of 
the ongoing pandemic and said 
that services and programs were 
still available to meet a student’s 
primary need, such as food 
insecurity. 


“Financial need not only sus- 
tained, but went up for most of 
our students and their families 
and that even students who do 
not have demonstrated financial 
need before the pandemic did 
have it now,” Hong said. 

Many students said they have 
felt that the programs available 
at their respective campuses 
have become inaccessible, which 
sparked concerns for the cam- 
pus-based fees that were being 
charged. For instance, students 
were charged for athletic fees de- 
spite the postponement of most 
sports for the remainder of the 
year. 

Relyea said that the mandato- 
ry fees were used to provide es- 
sential services even when most 
assistance and instruction will be 
offered virtually, in addition to 


paying staff and faculty. 

“Of course, there are services 
and materials that are not of- 
fered because of the pandemic, 
and each campus has reviewed 
and will continue to review those 
specific campus fees on a case- 
by-case basis,” he said. “Cam- 
puses may make additional fee 
adjustments for materials ser- 
vices and facilities that just can’t 
be provided.” 

Technology has also become 
a source of unease for students 
that have struggled to acquire 
the equipment needed for online 
learning. 

White said that he will be us- 
ing his position as chancellor on 
California Gov. Gavin Newsom’s 
council to get broadband inter- 
net for the campuses in order to 
close the digital divide, although 


he acknowledged that it would 
not completely solve the prob- 
lem. He also urged any students 
experiencing any difficulties to 
contact a faculty member for 
assistance. 

He added that the system 
was working hard in Washing- 
ton, D.C. to acquire another re- 
lief package as emergency grant 
money for students, and will 
continue to purchase and loan 
equipment to those in need. 

“We don’t have enough to 
cover everything, we’re mak- 
ing great progress, but I know 
there’s going to be some students 
who are going to feel, regretta- 
bly, that they can’t access what 
they’re trying to access but we 
need them to get a hold of some- 
body so we can find a solution,” 
White said. 


New electrical options could | 


Fullerton City Council 
decision may potentially 
create new jobs. 


ANTHONY ROBLEDO 
Editor 
NOAH BIESIADA 
Asst. Editor 


The Fullerton City Council 
voted on Tuesday to look into a 
new electrical system that could 
lower rates for residents. 

Community Choice  Ener- 
gy systems, also known as CCE 
systems, have been implemented 
across California and have set up 
a local board with a representa- 
tive from each participating city 
to vote on local power require- 
ments and guidelines. Around 
80% of the state will likely use 
this system by 2025, according 
to a presentation from the city 
council. 

Antonia Graham, the deputy 
city manager, said that the new 


Stay in the loop. 


system is not just a city-run util- 
ities service, but an independent 
system that can buy power from 
sources other than Southern Cal- 
ifornia Edison. 

Electricity purchases are gen- 
erally cheaper under this model 
since owners decide what type 
of power they want. Increased lo- 
cal control could also allow in- 
creased investment in green en- 
ergy alternatives if residents are 
interested, which Graham said is 
a benefit of this system. 

Owners make decisions re- 
garding the energy system such 
as where the power comes from, 
what type technology to invest in 
and what types of customer pro- 
grams to implement. 

A Community Choice Ener- 
gy system could also create more 
jobs if a system owner decides to 
invest in microgrid technology, 
Graham said. 

A microgrid is a self contained 
system that can break off from 
the main grid, such as Southern 


f 


California Edison, in order to 
generate and distribute power. 
Graham said this system could 
create well paid green-collar jobs 
involving electric vehicle parking 
and natural gas pipelines. 

Fullerton’s decision comes as 
other Orange County cities con- 
sider joining the effort. Graham 
said that Costa Mesa, Santa Ana 
and Huntington Beach are all set 
to discuss the issue in the coming 
weeks. 

The city of Irvine launched the 
effort to establish a county-wide 
program in the final months of 
2019, and started searching for 
partners in July to help bear the 
cost of starting the new system, 
which is estimated to be $8 mil- 
lion to $10 million, according to 
a feasibility study commissioned 
by Irvine. 

The more cities that join, the 
cheaper it is for each one in- 
volved, but questions still remain 
over how much Fullerton would 
be asked to invest and what their 
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long-term responsibilities to 
maintain the system would be. 

Graham said a risk to the sys- 
tems is that there is no price 
guarantee because the level of 
competition is uncertain. When 
asked for her opinion by the 
council, she said the new system 
was worth looking at but she did 
not think the city should invest in 
the program just yet. 

“T think it’s worthwhile to ex- 
plore, but I would be hesitant 
to write any checks,’ Graham 
said. 

Graham also said while the 
program can lead to lower bills 
for residents, it is not a guaran- 
teed result. 

This is due to an exit fee 
for switching to a Community 
Choice Energy system, which ex- 
ists to make the costs indifferent 
for Southern California Edison 
users. 

Graham reiterated multiple 
times that even if the city choos- 
es to join, most people would not 


see a change in their day-to-day 
electric system. Southern Cali- 
fornia Edison will still be a pri- 
mary provider of electricity be- 
cause they own the power line 
infrastructure, and they will still 
be responsible for maintenance 
and will show up on the electric- 
ity bill. 

City council members also 
made it clear that they were not 
interested in investing any mon- 
ey in the program until they have 
heard more details. Councilman 
Bruce Whitaker was the only 
member who chose to abstain 
from the vote altogether. 

The city council did not set a 
date for the next update on the 
program, but directed city staff to 
begin conversations with Irvine 
about what a partnership would 
look like. “I would really be in- 
terested in exploring this. There’s 
no commitment yet, but definite- 
ly I think we should go to the 
next phase,” said Councilman 
Ahmad Zahra. 
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Cal State Fullerton’s Titan Student Union. 


Virtual semester challenges student leaders 


Associated Students 
President Marcus Reveles 
focuses on mental health. 


JESSICA BENDA 
Editor 


ASI to focus on applying 
campus resources to. stu- 
dent’s virtual experience 

Cal State Fullerton’s stu- 
dent leaders are focused on 
bringing campus resources 
to students at home as they 
move into an unprecedented 
academic year. 

CSUF’s Associated Stu- 
dents government may have 
left behind their offices in 
the Titan Student Union, but 
ASI President Marcus Rev- 
eles said that will not deter 
their work in the upcoming 
semester. 

He has his eyes set on 
building up mental health 
resources which have be- 
come pivotal as the pan- 
demic drives up anxiety and 
depression. 

“Whenever this is over, 
students are going to come 
out of this with physi- 
cal, emotional and mental 
health being heavily im- 
pacted from quarantine and 
COVID,” Reveles said. 


CSUF’s Counseling and 
Psychological Services is 
largely unrecognized by 


many students, he said. Rev- 
eles and his team are striv- 
ing to improve awareness of 
available resources via mar- 
keting and collaboration be- 
tween departments. 

Reveles also wants to con- 
tinue the conversation re- 
garding racial issues both 
on and off campus. Last 
year, a fraternity’s virtu- 
al flyer watermarked with a 
racial slur sent the campus 
into turmoil, which was lat- 
er followed by the appear- 
ance of racially charged 
hate notes in campus hous- 
ing and white supremacist 
stickers on campus. 

CSUF created the website 
Titans Together in February 
in an effort to promote in- 
clusion and education along 
with connecting students to 
under-utilized resources. 

“A big issue that I’ve no- 
ticed when it comes to di- 
versity and inclusion is that 
there are students in mar- 
ginalized communities that 
don’t feel welcomed on 
campus and feel that they’re 
being tokenized,” Reveles 
said. “There’s a lot of cel- 
ebration of culture, which 
in my opinion is great. But 


there needs to be that extra 
step.” 

Gov. Gavin Newsom re- 
cently signed Assembly Bill 
1460, which mandates eth- 
nic studies as a California 
State University graduation 
requirement for the fresh- 
man class of 2021-22. 

Reveles praised the bill, 
adding that ASI plans on 
having a_ social justice 
speaker series through- 
out the year. No speakers 
have been confirmed yet he 
said. 

“T really want to keep mo- 
mentum running on even 
years and years and forey- 
er after I graduate. I hope 
that’s the direction that we 
continue to move,” Reveles 
said. 

Student leaders are also 
preparing new ways for in- 
coming students to connect 
with the campus from afar. 
While freshmen are normal- 
ly thrown into on-campus 
events such as _ Discover- 
fest, the annual showcase of 
student organizations, this 
year’s freshmen will only 
experience it through their 
computers. 

Khai Hoang, ASI chief 
communications officer, 
said he is striving to ensure 
that students will still be 
able to communicate con- 
cerns to the administration, 
as well as improving re- 
source accessibility. 

“One of the big things that 
my team has been looking 
at is making sure that stu- 
dents have access to CAPS 
resources, Title IX resourc- 
es, different civic engage- 
ment resources that we’re 
working on in terms of dis- 
tributing to students,” Ho- 
ang said. 

With the ever-changing 
COVID-19 situation, Hoang 
noted the need for flexibili- 
ty- as students start the fall 
semester there is no update 
on what the spring semester 
could look like as of now. 

Selene Hanna, ASI exec- 
utive board secretary and 
treasurer, said she is confi- 
dent about the new board’s 
ability to handle this year’s 
unique challenges. Person- 
ally, she is aiming to make 
sure that organizations feel 
financially supported. She 
wants to implement creative 
ways to spend funding that 
is no longer necessary, such 
as travel funds. 

“My goal is to make sure 
that clubs and organizations 
are aware of what they can 
and can’t do and that they 


It doesn’t matter 


if we're virtual this 
year. We still need 


to 


help support our 


students. 99 


SELENE HANNA 
ASI secretary/treasurer 


don’t hit roadblocks,” Han- 
na said. “Just to be a support 
for them to help guide them 
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to make sure that all of our 
student organizations feel 
good about this upcoming 
year financially.” 

Though the pandemic has 
disrupted daily life, Reveles 
said that hasn’t immensely 
hindered ASI’s planned per- 
manent food pantry, which 
would provide free grocer- 
ies to students facing food 
insecurity. 

He said that it is still on 
track to be completed by the 
fall. 

Almost all 


other CSUs 
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have permanent food pan- 
tries on campus, leaving 
CSUF lagging behind, but 
the ASI board of directors 
passed a motion to build the 
pantry last fall. 

Hanna, who was on the 
board last year as _ well, 
stressed the importance of 
continuing development 
with the project amid the 
pandemic. 

“It doesn’t matter if we’re 
virtual this year,” she said. 
“We still need to help sup- 
port our students.” 
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Prepare: Get organized for virtual classes 


Invest in a Planner 

Not only do students have 
to worry about online class- 
es and assignments, but many 
Titans will also continue par- 
ticipating with campus or- 
ganizations, work and oth- 
er activities online. Instead 
of trying to track all of these 
responsibilities on your own, 
consider investing in a plan- 
ner for the 2020-21 school 
year. 

Don’t feel pressured to buy 
something extravagant or 
break the bank, and consider 
purchasing a simple one. The 
most important part of this is 
how you use the planner. This 
tool should relieve the pres- 
sure of trying to remember 
everything on your own. A 
simple 5-by-8 inch planner is 
$7.99 on Amazon. 

It can be difficult to recall 
dates, especially when you’re 
hearing most of them through 
emails or Zoom meetings, 
and a planner can ensure that 
all the important dates are ac- 
counted for. To help prepare 
you for any important dates, 
make it a habit to write down 
anything you need to do in 
a checklist. The satisfaction 
of marking an assignment as 
complete will not only track 
your progress, but it will also 
motivate you to keep working 
on unfinished items. 

For an extra level of organi- 
zation, consider color-coding 
your agendas. Using colored 
pens for different responsi- 
bilities will create a visual 


aesthetic that can gauge which 
activity will require most of 
your time during the week. 


Create a Workspace 

Whether it’s wanting to 
climb into bed, getting dis- 
tracted by roommates or tak- 
ing another snack break, 
working from home poses a 
multitude of challenges that 
compromise your ability to 
focus. For this, try to estab- 
lish a set work environment 
that alienates you from pos- 
sible distractions. This could 
be a desk in a bedroom, an 
office space or a quiet out- 
door area. 

The purpose of this space is 
to act as a classroom setting 
where you would be expect- 
ed to focus, work and learn. 
When you're in this space, 
minimize distractions by put- 
ting your phone in another 
room, leaving the TV off and 
giving your full attention to 
your work for a set amount of 
time. 


Establish a Routine 

As a student, you might be 
used to following a routine 
when you’re on campus. Vir- 
tual instruction should mean 
that you change your routine, 
not lose it. Focus on creating 
a unique routine for yourself. 
This will establish a sense of 
normalcy while also motivat- 
ing you to stay on top of your 
daily responsibilities. 

Consider waking up at a 
certain time every day during 


the week, getting ready for 
the day and scheduling times 
to take breaks. Use the extra 
time you have to get a good 
night’s sleep every night or 
decide when you want to take 
lunch breaks. This weekly 
routine will mimic a regular 
school routine, and the struc- 
ture will give you motivation 
to get through each day witha 
purpose. 


Set Goals and Plan Ahead 

No goal is too big or too 
small. Instead of blindly 
working throughout the day, 
set goals for yourself. You 
might want to have an as- 
signment done before lunch 
or watch a lecture before 
class. Writing goals down and 
checking them off will moti- 
vate you to keep going while 
also highlighting any prog- 
ress you’ve made. 

Instead of tackling a big as- 
signment at the end of the se- 
mester, plan ahead and sep- 
arate the assignment into 
smaller sections that you can 
work on at your own pace. 

Set realistic goals, and hold 
yourself accountable for the 
things you want to achieve. 
You can do it, and reaching 
that goal will be worth the 
work. 


Remember to Reward Yourself 
While virtual instruction 
may come with a few set- 
backs, it also has its perks. 
For example, you're in your 
own home, so don’t be afraid 


to reward yourself for all of 
your hard work. You might 
take a nap once you've fin- 
ished your homework, a 
30-minute Netflix break after 
watching all of your lectures 
or even talk with your room- 
mates or phone a friend. 

Most importantly, moti- 
vation begins with positive 
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self-care and good mental 
health. These tips will help 
set you on the right track, 
but remember to be kind to 
yourself. 

You are capable of handling 
anything that virtual instruc- 
tion throws at you. You just 
have to be willing to take the 
first step. 


Tips to survive Zoom university while at home 


Ready for the semester? 
Here are some easy ways 
to prepare. 


EDER RAMIREZ 


JASON SANCHEZ 
Asst. Editors 


Intro 

As the new semester begins 
during the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic, students in the Cal State 
University system are facing 
virtual instruction for their fall 
courses. 

For many students, these cir- 
cumstances mean frustrating 
hours spent learning via Zoom 
while they deal with other fac- 
tors in their life. 

After six months in this pan- 
demic, we’re here to offer some 
practices to help students nav- 
igate the remote learning ex- 
perience professionally and 
efficiently. 


Your Camera and You 

When your camera is on, be 
conscious of what can be seen. 

Casual dress is OK, by casual 
dress we mean a top and bottom 
garment. Showing up to class 
bare chested and in your under- 
pants is not OK, virtual or oth- 
erwise. Dress for class appro- 
priately and fully. 

Do not neglect wearing bot- 
toms, even if your camera is 
aimed at the waist up. Don’t get 
caught with your pants down 
when you stand up to stretch. 

Remember that Big Brother 
is always watching and that in- 
cludes our professors and class- 
mates. While we may tune out 
the class, our devices remain 
tuned in. 

Be sure to get dressed with 
plenty of time ahead of the 
meeting, and out of the camera’s 
view so you don’t accidentally 
bare it all on a livestream. 

As you would in an in-per- 
son course, sit up straight and 
nod along when the speaker is 
talking. Keep distractions, in- 
cluding snacks, out of sight and 
out of mind. 

It is important to mute your 
microphone and turn off your 
camera any time it is not neces- 
sary or if you need to step away 
from the device. 

If you need to step out, con- 
sider leaving your laptop at your 
workspace to avoid accidentally 


unmuting yourself and broad- 
casting unwanted sound. 

Your Privacy and You 

As a student on Zoom, you al- 
ways want to look your best. At 
the very least, show your best. 

No matter how neat you may 
look, an online environment is 
delicate, and clothes alone can- 
not set the mood like a quiet 
room can. The slightest noise 
can distract you, your peers and 
your professors. Unfortunate- 
ly, distractions come in many 
shapes and sizes. 

Say your pet decides to crash 
the class to strut their stuff, or 
an angry parent barges into your 
room or maybe even a shirtless 
roommate storms in looking for 
their favorite T-shirt. 

Even though those situations 
may prompt a few laughs, you 
may find an unhappy professor 
staring at you. 

There are ways to avoid these 
distractions with planning and 
communication. 


Make sure everyone in your 
household knows when you're 
in class. Give them a copy of 
your schedule, if it helps. 

There’s also the holy grail of 
four-walled privacy: the door 
lock. No canines, felines, par- 
ents or people allowed. The 
end-all-be-all solution for any 
and every classcrasher. 


Your Downtime and You 

The pace of a class is like the 
ocean, ebbing and flowing with 
an ever changing tide. Some- 
times, classes call for complete 
attention, requiring students to 
take note of the tiniest piece of 
information. Yet, there are also 
times that feel slower than the 
thickest molasses. 

This feeling plagues students 
in their classrooms, and while 
the most they can do is goof 
off on their phones, you ar- 
en’t in your normal classroom 
setting. 

You’ve 


seen it before: a 


student accidentally letting 
their music blare over the cam- 
era, or only one person with 
their microphone and camera 
off. Incidents like these are a 
dead giveaway that you’re not 
on task. 

While we don’t condone the 
act of goofing off, there are 
measures you can take. 

Headphones are useful 
hearing professors better, but 
also helpful for keeping the 
sound where it needs to be: 
your ears. Banging out to tunes 
is always a great time, but it’s 
wise to keep the music volume 
low in case you’re summoned to 
the real world. 


for 


Paying attention is key. 

Be skilled in recognizing 
downtime from an important 
time. It’s better to have some 
rest when it’s a review session, 
rather than when the professor 
is introducing new material. 


Yourself and You 

No matter how prepared you 
are, remote learning is far from 
ideal. It is another headache at 
a time when most of us could 
use less stress. 

But you are making history 
by fighting the good fight and 
sticking it out. 

As important as it may be not 
to fall behind, it’s even more 
critical to focus on your phys- 
ical and mental health during 
these stressful times. Take 
screen time breaks, stay hydrat- 
ed and remember to eat. Keep 
a barrier between your school, 
work and home life. Don’t 
sweat the small stuff. 

The world is going through 
a tough time, but with this sur- 
vival guide, the hope is that you 
spend less time worrying about 
your calls and more time focus- 
ing on you. 

Always remember to do your 
best, look your best and feel 
your best. 
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Online dating 
in the time of 


COVID-19 leaves a 
lot to be desired 


Atise in dating apps proves 
that the search for love is still 
alive amid the pandemic. 


MICHELLE IBANEZ 
Editor 


Remember the  back-and- 
forth of trying to set up a 
day and time for a date? Or 
perhaps the sweaty hands 
and nervous smiles during a 
blind date? Those were the 
days. 

With each passing day, the 
chances to meet new people 
in public seem nonexistent. 

In July, California Gov. 
Gavin Newsom ordered all 
indoor establishments to 
close their doors in hopes 
of slowing the spread of the 
coronavirus. 

This meant that all nor- 
mal aspects of life, including 
dating, had to be postponed. 
What used to be “normal” 
life has been confined to the 
comfort (or discomfort) of 
your home. 

Before COVID-19,  free- 
ly going out made meeting 
potential romantic partners 
uncomplicated. 

Since we live in the digital 
age, you can occasionally find 


yourself entangled online. 
Even though the whole 
point of dating apps is to 
find someone, meet them and 
hopefully delete the app, it 
becomes a matter of safety 
when you're living through a 


pandemic. 
According to the New York 
City Health Department, 


you are your safest partner 
during these tough times. 

But we’re adaptable crea- 
tures with access to the in- 
ternet, and as we all scram- 
bled to make the switch to 
life fully online, so did dat- 
ing apps. 

In March, the dating app 
Bumble issued an open let- 
ter to its users, urging them 
to make the switch and be so- 
cially responsible during this 
difficult time. 

In the letter, Bumble 
founder and CEO Whitney 
Wolfe Herd encouraged us- 
ers to take advantage of the 
app’s video chat and voice 
call features. 

Tinder, another dating app, 
allowed users to increase the 
amount of people they could 
come across while swip- 
ing away with global mode. 
This paid setting gave us- 
ers a virtual passport and 


the opportunity to meet peo- 
ple from other parts of the 
world, regardless of where 
they lived. 

Anna Topp, a freshman at 
Cal State San Marcos, is one 
of many who have joined 
Tinder during these past few 
months. 

“T did not worry too much 
about the fact that lots of 
public settings were closed 
because my main goal wasn’t 
to meet new people in real 
life but rather just chat on- 
line,” Topp said. 

According to Business In- 
sider, Match Group — the 
parent company of dating 
apps like Tinder, Hinge and 
OkCupid — saw an increase 
of at least 15% in downloads 
and subscribers during the 
COVID-19 term, with Tinder 


being the most popular out of 
all of them. 

In reality, online dating is 
meant to make the dating ex- 
perience easier and more fit- 
ting for people. 


Users can choose who 
they want to talk to, rather 
than have a stranger throw 
bad pick-up lines at them. 

While the amount of us- 
ers increased at a time 
where you physically could 
not meet anyone, it ap- 
peared to be the opposite. 

Topp said that while it 
should’ve been harder to 
meet with people during the 
pandemic, it was made eas- 
ier through dating apps. 

“In my experience, men 
on dating apps are usually 
very responsive and eager 
to chat, and even meet in 
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person.” Topp said. 

She said that everyone on 
dating apps has a different 
agenda, but developing a 
real connection is not one 
of them. 

“A lot of men justified 
their dating app usage due 
to boredom because of the 
pandemic,” Topp said. 

Although the increase of 
dating apps seems relevant 
to what’s happening right 
now, it doesn’t eliminate 
the fact that dating is still 
awkward and sometimes 
disappointing, regardless 
of the medium it’s happen- 
ing on. 

“In terms of meeting new 
people and developing a 
real connection with some- 
one, my experience was un- 
successful.” Topp said. 


Review: New Nas album \ | 
delivers with ‘King's Disease’ V ¥ 
5 


Hip-hop pioneer celebrates 
successful career in 
anticipated album. 


JASON SANCHEZ 
Asst. Editor 


Nas is one of a few rappers 
whose claims to royalty hold 
merit. His latest album, “King’s 
Disease,” released on Friday, fo- 
cuses on how far he’s come as an 
artist and the idea that there’s not 
much left for him to conquer. 

As a pioneer of a distinctive- 
ly East Coast style of rap with 
politically conscious lyrics, Nas 
built his legacy. 

In a career spanning nearly 
three decades, Nas has also ex- 
panded his reach beyond hip- 
hop and into avenues such as 
acting and venture capital. 

However, “King’s Disease” is 
not a retirement album, instead 
it’s a celebration of a life that is 
full of success and excess, de- 
spite its humble beginnings and 
setbacks. 

The album’s tracks are ma- 
jestic, with excellent production 
spearheaded by Hit-Boy, a ver- 
satile new-school producer. 


The result is an album that 
sounds like a bridge between 
two eras of hip-hop — the 
boom-bap beats and gritty sam- 
ples that were hallmarks of New 
York rap in the ‘90s. The album 
also features 808 bass lines and 
rapid hi-hat sequences that call 
to mind today’s trap music. 

Nas attempts to merge the 
many generations of hip-hop, 
while also incorporating mod- 
ern terms and phrases. Hear- 
ing Nas, a child of the ‘70s, use 
the phrase “weird flex, but OK” 
brings a sense of lighthearted- 
ness to his album. 

Nas is as conscious as ever 
and provides a lot to unpack in 
13 songs. The album is well- 
paced, with a tracklist that log- 
ically flows from one song to the 
next and a healthy mix of track 
lengths. 

Adding to its blended sound, 
the album has many features 


by today’s princes of hip-hop, 
including Big Sean and A$AP 
Ferg, as well as rising stars Fivio 
Foreign and Don Toliver. 

This mashup of eras fully 
blossoms by the album’s final 
track, “Spicy,” a ready-for-radio 
ode to wealth. Arguably the best 
track on the album, the song fea- 
tures two other generations of 
New York hip-hop stars, Fivio 
Foreign and A$AP Ferg. 

Make no mistake, the sound 
is still quintessentially Nas, as 
he uses his storytelling skills to 
share tales of what it’s like liv- 
ing at the top with luxury car 
rides, designer clothes and lots 
of expensive alcohol. 

He also reflects on Black life 
in America. The album’s lead 
single, “Ultra Black” is an up- 
beat celebration of Blackness 
and the enormous influence that 
Black people have had on Amer- 
ican pop culture. 


On “Til the War Is Won,” Nas 
and Lil Durk confront the strug- 
gles that Black women and fam- 
ilies in America face, over a jazz 
sample from the soundtrack of 
“If Beale Street Could Talk.” 
But, the song misses the mark 
with only passing nods to the 
social movements that have 
gripped the country in recent 
months. Lil Durk raps: “Black 
Lives Matter, I’m for real, it do 
matter.” 

Nas also undercuts the good 
points he has with a few misog- 
ynistic lines toward the end of 
“The Definition.” He references 
the Gayle King incident where 
she asked a legitimate question 
about the late Kobe Bryant’s 
complicated legacy: “Journalism 
or internalism / Shirley Chisolm 
wouldn’t play the victim.” 

Unfortunately for listeners, 
this type of casual misogyny that 
divides women into categories of 
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good and bad is present through- 
out the album. 

Compared to some of his fel- 
low rappers, it is not heavily 
mentioned, and he calls wom- 
en queens throughout the al- 
bum. However, his definition of 
a queen is narrow, and he spends 
a larger than necessary amount 
of time on his hangups with 
women. 

Perhaps most notably for a 
conscious rapper, a line about 
good mask breath is the only 
explicit reference to the corona- 
virus pandemic and its impact 
on the economy, which harshly 
affects Black people and other 
people of color. 

Nas does not owe anyone a 
further acknowledgement of the 
crisis, or that if he did it would 
help the situation. However, this 
omission speaks to just how 
far-removed kings can be from 
their subjects. 
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Trump should not control the postal service 


Since May, the president 
has taken harsh measures 
to control mail-in voting. 


MADELINE GRAY 
Editor 


The U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives passed a bill this 
Saturday granting the U.S. 
Postal Service $25 billion to 
fund their operations during 
the ongoing pandemic. This 
bill was proposed amid the 
recent changes President 
Trump made to the Post- 
al Service. In addition, the 
Democratic bill will reverse 
Trump’s proposed operation- 
al changes and prioritize the 
delivery of mail-in ballots in 
order to prevent any effects 
on the November election. 

The bill is necessary in 
order to block the adminis- 
tration’s extreme efforts to 
tamper with the Postal Ser- 
vice and their mail-in voting 
system. President Trump 
has abused his power 
in an attempt to use 
the Postal Service 
to his advantage 
prior to the up- 
coming election. 


Due to the 
risks of the 
COVID-19  pan- 
demic, Novem- 


ber’s election has 
shown there will 
be a staggering in- 
crease in the use of 
mail-in voting, much 
to the dismay of the 

president. From call- 
ing the service a “los- 
er” in conversation with 
his aides, to him and his 

administration attempting 
to block the public service 
from carrying out mail ser- 
vices, Trump has gone out of 


his way to place obstacles in 
the Postal Service’s routes. 

In Trump’s recent tweets 
and press conference ap- 
pearances, he said he prefers 
absentee ballots over mail-in 
ballots and that the latter en- 
courages fraud. 

The president’s false rhet- 
oric in tandem with appoint- 
ing his donor at the govern- 
ment agency he’s trying to 
desperately control displays 
that he’s willing to use his 
position to seemingly further 
his chances of reelection. 

He appointed Louis De- 
Joy, his former fund- 
raiser and donor, to 
oversee the Postal 
Service and make 
the desired 

changes to 


delay the surge of mail-in 
voting. While DeJoy prom- 
ised to be more 

transparent about the state 
of the service to the Ameri- 
can people at the conclusion 
of his Senate hearing, DeJoy 
shared Trump’s sentiments 
that the funding of $25 bil- 
lion to the Postal Service 
wouldn’t be of any help. 


Prior to the House’s vote 
over the weekend, DeJoy 
stated he wouldn’t put the 
Postal Service’s budget cuts 
into place until after the 
election. This response came 
after speculation that Trump 
hoped to cut resources to 
disenfranchised voters, who 
seek to participate by mail- 
in voting in preparation for 
the November election. 

While the potential bud- 


et cuts to the Postal Service 
seemed like a small bump in 
the road, they could have 
delayed more than just 
mail-in ballots. The 
Postal Service pro- 

4 vides people across 
a the country with 


important docu- 
ments, pay 
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and even life-saving medication. 

The post office is a govern- 
ment service, not a business. 
It should not, and cannot, be 
taken away from those who 
rely on it daily. 

Although President Trump 
has made claims that mail- 
in voting is fraudulent, there 
is no history of widespread 
fraud from mailing in a bal- 
lot. In fact, they actually in- 
crease participation in vot- 
er turnout and allow voters 
more time to make informed 
decisions about how they 
fill out their ballots, accord- 
ing to FairVote, a nonprofit 
that advocates for electoral 
reform. 

Not only has the president 
tried to taint the image of 
one of the most widespread 
forms of voting, but he’s also 
criticized the Postal Service 
in the same way for his own 
political gain. 

While the president worked 
tirelessly to create obstacles 
for the Postal Service, the 


outrage that sparked 
across the country 
supported the call 

for the proposi- 


tion of the $25 
billion in funds 
and the rever- 
sal of major re- 
source cuts. 
Voting by mail 
is a necessity to 
our democracy. 
It’s an Ameri- 
can’s right to not 
only vote by mail, 
but to utilize the re- 
sources provided by 
government agencies 
like the Postal Service. 
Trump’s actions weren’t just 
an attack on the practice of 
voting, but an attack on basic 
government services provided to 
every American. 


A child’s death is not a political weapon 


The passing of Cannon 
Hinnant is being used to 
denounce Black Lives Matter. 


JORDAN MENDOZA 
Editor 


Regardless of the circumstanc- 
es, one of the biggest pains a par- 
ent could face is having to grieve 
the death of their child. For Aus- 
tin Hinnant, the pain began when 
he held his son as blood trickled 
down from the gunshot wound in 
his head. 

Cannon Hinnant, 5, was riding 
his bike in front of his house in 
North Carolina when he was shot 
and killed on Aug. 9. A day later, 
Darrius Sessoms, the neighbor of 
Cannon’s father, was arrested and 
charged with first-degree murder in 
Cannon’s death. 

Reports say that Sessoms was 
unprovoked, as he walked up to the 
child and shot him at point-blank 
range. No motive has been released, 
but regardless, nothing will make 
up the fact that a family is now 
missing its young boy, who his fa- 
ther described as someone that al- 
ways lit up the room and was loved 
by everyone. 

Family and friends of Can- 
non have been mourning him, and 
strangers have shown their support 
for the family. The GoFundMe 
page created by his family has re- 
ceived over $820,000 as of Satur- 
day night. 

However, Cannon’s death has 
been used to dismiss current so- 
cial and racial justice movements. 
This doesn’t mourn a lost child, but 
rather shows ignorance in under- 
standing the cause of racial justice 
movements. 

On social media, and on conser- 
vative media outlets like The Blaze 
and The American Conservative, 
people have started popularizing 
the #SayHisName hashtag, criticiz- 
ing mainstream media for not cov- 
ering Cannon’s death. Rod Dreher, 
senior editor at The American Con- 
servative, wrote that if Cannon was 
Black, and Sessoms was white, it 
would be the top story on every net- 
work in America. 

His death has been heavily 


compared to the death of George 
Floyd, who was killed after a po- 
lice officer had his knee on Floyd’s 
neck for over eight minutes. Black 
Lives Matter protests occurred 
throughout the country in response 
to Floyd’s death, along with pro- 
tests calling for justice for the death 
of Breonna Taylor, who was killed 
when Louisville police officers en- 
tered Taylor’s home and shot her af- 
ter her boyfriend was suspected of 
drug dealing, only to be found with 
nothing. 

Cannon was wrongfully killed, 
but his death cannot be used to de- 
nounce Black Lives Matter protests 
and calls for justice because Can- 
non is, in fact, in the process of re- 
ceiving justice. 

Sessoms was arrested a day after 
the shooting, and he is being held 
in jail without bond. Derek Chau- 
vin, the officer who had his knee 
on Floyd’s neck, wasn’t charged 
with third-degree murder and sec- 
ond-degree manslaughter until four 
days after Floyd’s death. The offi- 
cers that shot Taylor have not faced 
any criminal charges, and it hap- 
pened on March 13. Compare an 
arrest and charges brought in one 
day to Taylor, who is yet to receive a 
single ounce of justice for her death 
that happened over five months 
ago. 
The reason behind the protests 
for Floyd, Taylor and other Black 
lives that were killed after interac- 
tions with police officers is because 
there was little or no accountability 
for officers’ actions. Police officers, 
who are meant to protect the city, 
rarely face charges. 

If people don’t want to acknowl- 
edge the police officer angle, then 
take Ahmaud Arbery’s case. On 
Feb. 23, he was chased and shot 
by two men. It took the video of 
what happened to Arbery to go vi- 
ral on May 5 before the men in the 
video were arrested two days lat- 
er. Arbery was another senseless 
death, that took public outcry and 
well over a day for an arrest to be 
made. 

The attempts to use Cannon as 
a political weapon is wrong. Even 
his father said this is not a racial is- 
sue. He does deserve attention be- 
cause no one had anything bad to 


say about such a sweet child that 
was taken too soon. However, try- 
ing to compare his death to Floyd’s 
is wrong because the aftermath of 
each incident is different. 

It’s just another attempt to put 
down Black Lives Matter. 

When people question what 


Black Lives Matter will do for this 
matter, remember that the move- 
ment is still fighting for the same 
justice that they were back in June 
and that they have fought for in the 
past 

Acknowledging Cannon Hinnant 
was viciously murdered and that 


the Black Lives Matter movement 
is necessary for this country are not 
mutually exclusive ideals. Don’t use 
a child to discount the importance 
of the movement. Cannon is getting 
the justice he deserves, while Bre- 
onna Taylor is still waiting for her 
own, five months and counting. 


HUYEN TRAN TRAN / DAILY TITAN 


VISIT US AT: DAILYTITAN.COM 


FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @THEDAILYTITAN 


MONDAY, AUGUST 24 - THURSDAY, AUGUST 27, 2020 


Leisure 7 


LEISURE 


UP TO DATE 


8/22: First Day of Fall Semester 

8/31: Webinar: Canvas & Proctorio Basics 
@1 - 1:30 p.m - Register online 

9/3: Virtual Discoverfest @ 11 a.m-2 p.m 

9/7: Labor Day - Campus Closed 


WEEKLY PLAYLIST 


Get Motivated 


A collection of songs by CSUF 
students as a way to motivate 
themselves and their peers as a 
new school year begins. A new 
school year means new oppor- 
tunities! Put on this playlist and 
set some goals for to take on 
this upcoming school year. 


DAILY OTITAN 


Get 
Motivated 


Follow @thedailytitan on Instagram tocon- 
tribute to our upcoming playlists. 


6 Open (a) Search (3) Scan 


Where’s Tuffy is now online! Follow @thedailytitan on 
Instagram to take part in the elephantastic scavenger hunt! 


f © ¥ in 


Follow us @thedailytitan 


TITAN®:: 
WEEK 


Ruth De Los Santos 


Ruth De Los Santos is a 
fifth year Art Major with a 
concentration in Graphic 
and Interactive Design. She 
is a friendly face in the halls of the art department and 
has a warm and welcoming energy that hugs you when 
you talk to her. She has a knack for puns and will always 
come out on top when going back and forth with them. 
Ruth deserves to be Titan of the Week because she is a 
great friend that offers equal parts support and banter. 
Even during these times when everything is virutal, she 
remains to be a great friend. | am incredibly thankful to 
have met her all those years back during our first year 
here at CSUF and cannot wait to graduate and make 
more memories with her! 


Shoutout Ruth for being the best member of the bad 
movie trio (aka G-Force)... sorry Trevor. 


Want to nominate for Titan of the Week or Submit art or a poem? 
Visit https://forms.gle/Co1f93M7TFdGJeMn6 
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you experience delays in your 
life pursuits. To outsiders, it 
looks like your progress has 
been swift and impressive, but you're 
frustrated you haven’t gone further. 


(Mar. 21- 


RI Patience has never been your 
ES strong suit, especially when 
( 

Apr. 19) 


A If you’ve been simmering 
with resentment over an 
R U o imbalanced workload, talk 
(Apr. 20- to someone whose burdens 
May 20) are considerably lighter. 
Don’t start a debate; be calm and you 
can reach a compromise. 


EM Telling a friend to ignore 
their feelings could be a big 


INI mistake today. Instead, give 
(May 21- your loved one the benefit of 
Jon 20) the doubt about a decision that 

doesn’t affect you. 


A A dictatorial attitude 

could end up turning allies 
C ER into adversaries today. 
While your clear vision is 
admirable, it may not be 
enthusiastically received by others. 
[£0 Arguing about politics, religion, 

or culture could do more harm 

than good today. It’s one thing 
(ul. 23- to object to offensive remarks, 
Aug. 22) but it’s another to challenge 


someone else’s beliefs. Steer 
conversations into calmer waters. 


IR Taking unnecessary 
risks could result in 
G O disappointment. Although 
(Aug. 23- you’re tired of the old 
Sep. 22) routine, gambling with your 
hard-earned money won't bring the 
kind of excitement you crave. 


The 


['8 It may be hard to feel motivated 

today, but resist the temptation 
RA to stay in bed with the covers 
pulled over your head. Let your 
best friend, romantic partner, 
or business associate goad you into 
action instead. 


CO A business or romantic 
partner could do something 
PIO dramatic to get your 

(Oct. 23- attention today. Stop what 

Nov. 21) you're doing and have a 
conversation; you will discover what 
they need to feel secure and valued. 


An 
AGHTT isn’t likely to get you what 


you want today. If you 
eae rrl feel you’re not getting 
paid what you’re worth, 
look elsewhere for employment. 


(Sep 23- 
Oct. 22) 


emotional outburst 


Although your family is 


APRUON pushing your buttons, 


look the other way. As 
ce ar soon as you turn your 
attention elsewhere, 
they'll find ways to get their needs 
met, and you'll have more freedom. 


QUA Treat this break as a 


golden opportunity to 
RIUS 


turn your abode into a 
comfortable and beautiful 
haven from public life. 
Even this cloud has a silver lining. 


(lan. 20- 
Feb. 18) 


IS Feeling obligated to friends is 
a losing proposition. You've 
i E S always been generous with 
(Feb. 19- your loved ones, but now that 
Mar. 20) duty-bound Saturn is receiving 
stress from pushy Mars, you feel 
tempted to give until it hurts. 


The Starbucks Refresher Hoarder 


Are you a big fan of Refreshers? Do you crave that hit of caffeine and 
pure, delicious, drinkable sugar when the sun’s at it’s highest and there's not a 
cloud in the sky? Aw yeah, have | got a trick for you. Listen here buddy, here’s 
a way to make your barista happy with the simplicity of your order, an excuse 
to show off your cute mask, and save your money at the same time! 


1. Roll up to the Drive-Thru and order a 
no strawberry inclusions no water no ice 


refresher. 


2. Pick that up and tip your barista. 


3. Bring it home and dilute the 


Add-ins 


No Strawberries 


No Ice 


Refresher juice in a separate cup with 
one part juice, three parts water (1:3). You 
can tweak it to whatever your taste buds 
desire, too. 

4. BOOM. Put the extra Refresher juice in 


No Water 


the fridge for later and you've got like 3 Refreshers for the price of one. 


But Also: You can do a sly Mobile Order thru the app if you don’t feel 


like talking. Just make sure you have your customizations right. 


VISIT US AT: DAILYTITAN.COM 


FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @THEDAILYTITAN 


8 Sports 


MONDAY, AUGUST 24 - THURSDAY, AUGUST 27, 2020 


Team: Virtual meetings provide growth 


CONTINUED FROM | 1 

The program, which came to 
Fullerton in 2016 after its ex- 
pansion from San Francisco 
State to other CSU campuses, 
provides assistance to former- 
ly incarcerated students so they 
may succeed in school. 

Ralston discussed political 
processes, advocacy and activ- 
ism with the team, while stress- 
ing the importance of having a 
personal perspective. 

“T thought it would be an im- 
portant addition to have my 
voice heard as African Amer- 
ican staff person, but also to 
speak to women of color on 
the volleyball team, who at 
this point in time and history, 


may be experiencing a lot of 
stress and anger and frustra- 
tion with systemic racism in 
this country,” Ralston said. “I 
played volleyball myself when 
I was in prison, so it was a way 
for me to connect with a sport 
that I loved when I was a little 
younger. But also to encourage 
women to speak out against ra- 
cial and gender bias.” 

Crediting her master’s de- 
gree in publications design, 
Preston said she has found 
different ways for her team to 
bond virtually and give every- 
one the chance to learn things 
about each other that they nor- 
mally wouldn't. 

A favorite activity to learn 


about each other was a cook- 
book Preston made up of tra- 
ditional family recipes from 
everyone on the team. From 
Preston’s polish perogies to 
Dennis’ soul food to Polster 
even making guacamole live 
on Zoom, despite her distaste 
for cooking. 

Polster said that she was not 
fond of Zoom when the team 
first started meeting on it, but 
over time she has gotten com- 
fortable and considers herself 
an open book. 

Part of her openness is shar- 
ing her Korean culture, and the 
story of her celebration of 100 
days of life. 

Known as 


Baek-il, the 


Preston and the rest of the staff huddle up for a quick meeting during a game last season at Titan Gym. 


celebration is held when a baby 
turns 100 days old, as newborn 
mortality rates were high long 
ago in Korea. Although dates 
on pictures from her Baek-il 
are close to her first birthday, 
Polster’s family held the huge 
party as part of the tradition. 
During the celebration, trin- 
kets are laid out and if the baby 
grabs a certain one, it’s a sign 
of what will be in the baby’s 
future. 

Of the trinkets, she went 
straight for the money, which 
signifies wealth. The move 
didn’t surprise anyone in 
Polster’s family, and when 
she shared the story with 
not 


the team, Preston was 


& * 


surprised either. 

“It was kind of funny. She 
picked up the money, which 
if you knew Nicole Polster, 
I’m like, yeah, you definitely 
picked up the money,” Preston 
said. 

The coaching staff said that 
all of the bonding mixed to- 
gether makes the perfect recipe 
for a tighter unit whenever the 
team can return to the court, 
which could be in the spring. 
While there is no time table 
for when they will all meet in 
person, Preston will continue 
to push her vision and purpose, 
which is to create a dope cul- 
ture and help women be the he- 
roes of their own story. 


KASON CLARK / DAILY TITAN 


Demian Brown signs five-year extension 


CSUF women’s soccer head 
coach will remain through 
the 2025 season. 


BRYAN VALLADARES 
Editor 


On Tuesday, Jim Donovan, 
the athletics director for Cal 
State Fullerton, announced that 
CSUF’s women’s soccer head 
coach Demian Brown signed 
an extension through the 2025 


season. Under Brown, the Ti- 
tans are five-time Big West reg- 
ular-season champions with six 
Big West Tournament champi- 
onships and Big West automatic 
qualifiers to the NCAA tourna- 
ment for three consecutive years 
from 2013-2015, in addition to 
qualifying in 2007, 2017 and 
2019. 

“Six NCAA Tournament ap- 
pearances over his tenure is a 
level of consistency and excel- 
lence that we want all of our 


P 


programs to strive for. He also 
takes care of our student-athletes 
and runs the program in a way 
that focuses on growth on and 
off the field, thriving academi- 
cally and having a family atmo- 
sphere,” Donovan said. 

Since his start as head coach 
in 2007, Brown has managed 
an overall record of 122-106- 
37, and a 55-38-13 record in the 
Big West conference. He earned 
coach of the year honors three 
times in 2007, 2012 and 2014. 


“I would like to thank Jim 
Donovan, President Fram Virjee 
and the entire administration for 
their support and confidence,” 
Brown said. “I take great pride 
in being a Titan, and I am very 
excited to lead the program in 
the upcoming seasons.” 

Fullerton players have  re- 
ceived two Big West offensive 
player of the year honors, two 
Big West conference defenders 
of the year and four Big West 
conference goalkeepers of the 


Brown led the Titans to the 2019 Big West championship where they defeated Cal State Northridge at Cal State Fullerton. 


year all under Brown’s tutelage. 

In addition, Brown has 
coached five Big West Tourna- 
ment MVPs as well as one Big 
West freshman of the year and 
66 All-Big West conference se- 
lections with 26 players included 
on the first-team selection. 

Brown played defender for 
CSUF where he lettered four 
years for longtime men’s soc- 
cer head coach Al Mistri; he 
graduated in 1997 with a de- 
gree in communications. 
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